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A. Introduction

FMI IT is requested to create/support about 10 websites a year:
 Public conferences
 Internal/external meetings/workshops
 Swiss wide initiatives
 Research projects

 In the past few years, that meant:
 Graphics design.
 Hosting and maintenance of web servers at FMI.
 Content entry/update.
 Conference registration
 Etc…
 = Workload mostly put on IT.

 Time to find processes  and online tools to facilitate website support.



B. FMI process for website creation / hosting
 FMI process for web creation and support:

 Graphics design with 99designs.
 DNS with Network Solutions.
 Hosting / CMS with Webvanta.
 Conference registration with Amiando.

Web solution

 Distribute the cost to the Requester(s) instead of IT.

 This might not be the best option, but it works well for us!



C. What is Webvanta?

 Company founded in 2007 by Michael Slater and Christopher Haupt (both 
previously working for Adobe Systems):
 Team of 10 persons, based in California.
 More than 300 sites currently

 Content management delivered as SaaS. Hosted CMS service that enables you 
to quickly build dynamic database-driven web sites without much programming.

 The system provides complete design flexibility and can easily include any kind 
of database-driven content.

 Meets two sets of needs:
 Designer needs complete flexibility
 Site owner needs a simple way to add and update content



D. Webvanta key features (non-exhaustive list)

 Use any HTML/CSS/JS, any visual design while making the site easy to edit
 Master account - Design Partner Program
 Calendar
 Custom forms
 “SmartThemes” feature
 Automatic resizing of photos
 Templates and snippets
 Integrated blog
 Photo gallery & video player
 Database-driven content
 Integrated search
 Private pages for members only
 Mini-sites capability
 Multiple types of members
 Secure pages (SSL)
 Restrict access by IP (for Intranet sites for example)
 Deliver different pages to mobile devices
 Import RSS feeds
 Customizable content editor role



D. 1. Master account
 2 options to create a website with Webvanta:
 Sign up form.
 Master account.

 Create and manage all your websites in one account.

One click to create new site

 Option to private-label the Webvanta system to use your own logo.
 Priority support (+ one free website + 4 hours consulting)



D. 2. “SmartThemes”
Focused on providing frameworks and simplifying your site creation:

 Initial setup for the site, with pre-built features
 i.e. layout, css, js functions, images, pages, blogs, photo galleries, and more…

Allows you to save any site that you have created as a template, and then build 
new ones based on it.

Store SmartThemes locally, edit them offline, and upload them again.



D. 3. Templates & Snippets

 Build pages faster based on templates:
 Don’t recreate each time what was already created once.
 Only add content in “regions” that you have pre-defined in the templates.

 Build pages even faster with snippets:
 Small functions that can be reused on multiple pages.
 Can be used for content, js functions, css, …



D. 4. Database-driven content
 Don’t just stick content on pages:
 Add content into database tables, and create as many custom items as you 

want: e.g., products, articles, press releases, events, instruments, courses, 
people.

 Quickly create database-driven sites based on the custom items.

 Pages are created automatically, from a small number of templates:
Better usability & better SEO



D. 5. Mini-Sites

Associate different domain name(s) with subset(s) of your site.
Allows a single master site to be viewed from the web as any number of mini-

sites, each with its own URL.

Examples:
 http://www.myMainSite.ch/myMiniSite1 => http://www.myMiniSite1.ch
 http://www.myMainSite.ch/myMiniSite2 => http://www.myMiniSite2.org

Advantages:
 All mini-sites can share the same templates and databases.
 Very useful to ensure design consistency and leverage information across 

multiple sites.
 Provides an easy-to-manage and cost-effective way to provide related 

sites, with unified control but distinct identities.



D. 6. “Protect by IP” access control feature

 A back-end extension specifically developed for FMI late 2010.
 Configure IP number(s) as a “white list” of permitted addresses to access content.
 Protect site at level of:

 Page
 Document.
 Image.
 XML feed.

 Modify restriction settings at any moment.



 Swiss National Grid Association

 Swiss BioImaging Platform

 Swiss Histology Platform Network

 Tor and More conference (Uni Basel)

 SystemsX projects: WingX, BattleX, InfectX, SyBIT, …

E. Examples of websites



Contact & Resources about Webvanta

 Thibaut Siegmann
 thibaut.siegmann@fmi.ch
 +41 61 696 27 08

 Webvanta website:
 http://www.webvanta.com

 Tutorials:
 http://support.webvanta.com/tutorials

 Free webinars:
 http://www.webvanta.com/webinars/



Thank You 

Any Questions?


